PERISCOPE. 

■Oxalate of Cericjm for Gastric Crises. 
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Dr. Ostankow, of St. Petersburg, is quoted in the Sem. MZdicale 
June 18, 1896, as having found oxalate of cerium, hitherto only.'employed 
for troublesome vomiting during pregnancy, very useful in the trouble¬ 
some gastritis of ataxic patients. He gives it in moderate doses three or 
four times a day, and finds it lessens the frequency of the vomiting and 
relieves the gastric pains and the thirst which is so intense during the 
crisis. MITCHELD. 

Treatment of the Gastric Crises in Tabes. 

Revista de Ciencias Medicas de Barcelona , May 25, 1896. 

In the clinic of nervous diseases of Prof. Becntere v, the oxalate of 
cerium is employed in cases of locomotor ataxia with gastric crises, in 
doses of 0.05 to o 15 four times daily. The author has noted especially 
its effect in allaying nausea and vomiting The attacks of vomiting were 
reduced in some cases from 200 in 24 hours, to 6 or 8 ; on the third day 
or even less. The gravity of the attack was also lessened, that is the pain 
referred to the stomach, the nausea, and the great thirst. Sometimes the 
psychical state of the patient is quieted permitting him to sleep soundly, 
and to urinate without catheterization. W. C. K. 

Thyroid Feeding in the Insane. 

Chas. G Hill, ( Maryland Med. Jour., Sept., 1896) reports the re¬ 
sults of thyroid treatment in forty insane patients. The character of the 
cases is not precisely given, the author simply stating that the experi¬ 
ments were made on a wide range of subjects, from the acute forms of 
mania and melancholia to the long abandoned dement, but the bulk of 
the cases were those of dementia under 50 years of age and of not too 
longstanding.” 

The summary of results given is: unimproved, 8; improved, 12; 
greatly improved, 14; cured, 5; died, 1. The following cases, presum¬ 
ably, the most striking are the only ones detailed: 

1 p,.,” about thirty-five, a dement of five years’ standing, fat, passive, 
sluggish and absolutely silent, as his voice had not been heard during all 
this time except on one memorable occasion when he cried out from pain. 
In forty-eight hours after commencing the thyroid in doses of ten grains 
three times daily, he was not only conversing freely and intelligently, 
but swearing like the “ army in Flanders ” at any one who molested him. 
In spite of persistent treatment for some months he relapsed gradually 
into his former condition, except that he will reply to questions, but 
never voluntarily enters into a conversation. 

F.,” a profound me ancholic of one year’s standing, silent and im¬ 
movable as the sphynx, and morose to an extreme degree, in two days 
was picking husks for a mattress, but so hilarious and talkative as to ap¬ 
pear hysterical. He has never relapsed into his melancholia, has been 
an industrious and exemplary patient, and will probably recover in the 
end, 

“ I.,” another melancholic, who was always improved by the use of 
-opium, but relapsed as soon as it was withdrawn, even though done in a 
most gradual manner, on suddenly withdrawing the opium and substi¬ 
tuting the thyroid, recovered and was sent home within a month, and 
has remained well. 

.“ G and P.,” dements of seven and fifteen years’ standing, respec¬ 
tively, and between forty and fifty years’ of age, were made so sick by 
its use (which caused vomiting, profuse perspiration and great heart de¬ 
gression) that its administration had to be discontinued and there was 
no perceptible improvement in either case. 

“ M. and B.,” young men in their twenties, both suffering from 
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acute mania, characterized by violent outbursts and exacerbations, one of 
-six and the other of eighteen months’ standing, in whom all treatment 
had so far failed to afford relief, were both cured and have returned to 
their horn es. 

F.,” a strong, well-built man, suffering from acute mania of a 
violent type, who talked, swore or sang incessantly, broke up everything 
in his reach and could not be controlled by either mechanical or chemi¬ 
cal restraint, or both combined. Bromides, chloral, hyoscine. cannabis 
indica or morphia, even when pushed to the verge of danger, failed to 
exert any influence over him, but in twenty-four hours after beginning 
.the use of the thyroid, he was quite and docile and has still remained so. 
He has interested himself in work on the farm and would have been dis¬ 
charged but for some delusion that seems difficult to eradicate. 

“ M.,’’ a case of chronic mania, became so violently excited that the 
treatment was discontinued—result negative. 

A very interesting case is that of Mrs. G , a young married woman, 
aged about thirty. Seven 3’ears ago she was admitted to Mt. Hope as a 
case of acute mania, and in spite of all treatment, relapsed into dementia 
within twelve months. Two years afterwards, on being told that 
her case was hopeless, her husband removed her to another institution 
.as a matter of economy. Three years later, the finances of the family 
having improved, she was returned to Mt. Hope, the same silent, helpless 
dement as when she left, and up to the beginning of the thyroid treat¬ 
ment, two years afterwards, remained in this condition She was as 
helpless as an infant, dirty in her habits, had to be dressed and un¬ 
dressed and taken tq and from the dining-room The effect of the thyroid 
treatment with her was magical She was talking the next day, dressed 
and undressed herself the second day, cleaned up her room the next 
morning and asked for some work to keep the time from hanging heavily 
in her hands Though the treatment has been discontinued, she con¬ 
tinues to improve slowly. PATRICK (Chicago). 

Cretinism and its Treatment by Thyroid Gland. 

Parker {Brit. Med.Joicr , Sept. 12, 1896,) after an extensive experi¬ 
ence in the thyroid treatment of cretinism, notes the following results: 

“ 1. A great and rapid diminution of bulk, due to absorption of 
myxcedematous deposits, seen especially in the collapse of the protruding 
abdomen, in the spontaneous reduction of umbilical herniae, in the reces¬ 
sion of the previously swollen tongue behind the teeth, in the disappear¬ 
ance of baggy swellings under the chin, above the collar bones, outside 
the nipples, and elsewhere, in the thinning of the lips, and in the disap¬ 
pearance of the dropsy-like puffiness of the face, limbs, and other parts of 
the body. 

“ 2. A great and rapid increase in physical development, shown espe¬ 
cially by a rapid growth of several inches in height, even in cretins of 
from 20 to 30 years of age, whose stature had been nearly or quite sta¬ 
tionary for many years previously, also by the replacement of the coarse 
sparse hair by a more abundant and finer growth, by the eruption in 
quick succession of teeth which had been long overdue, as in cases where 
the milk teeth still persisted at 20 years of age, and by a substantial in- 
.crease of body weight, after the initial loss from absorption of myxoede- 
matous deposits. 

“3. A striking diminution of several hideous deformities, especially 
of the lordosis in the lumbar spine, of the bulky head, of the ugly sink¬ 
ing of the bridge of the nose, and sometimes of the rickety curvature of 
the legs. Many of the pictures, however, showed little or no improve¬ 
ment in the deformity of the legs, owing to the softening of bones pro¬ 
duced by thyroid extract, and to the fact that the majority of cretins were 
.allowed an undue use of their legs during treatment. 



